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Guy Lincotn Kierer, M.D. 
Deceased May 8, 1930 
Age 64 








THE PROFESSION’S FHEMORIAL TRIBUTE 


TO 


GUY LINCOLN KIEFER, M.D. 





Not only the medical profession but the 
public in general were shocked to learn of 
the death of Doctor Guy Lincoln Kiefer. 
He had been so prominent in medical affairs 
for so long that it is difficult to write any- 
thing of his remarkable career that is not 
already well known, particularly to the medi- 
cal profession. Doctor Kiefer may be said 
to have died in the harness. For a period 
of at least two years he had been aware of 
a serious, progressive disability. Upon the 
advice of his physician, he had been con- 
serving his energy and so unobtrusively was 
this done that only his most intimate asso- 
ciates were able to observe any change in 
his activities. The morning of the day of 
his death was spent as usual at his desk in 
the Department of Health at Lansing, go- 
ing to his home in Detroit in the afternoon, 
where he passed away suddenly and peace- 
fully from coronary thrombosis. 

Guy Lincoln Kiefer was born in Detroit, 
Michigan, on April 25, 1867, the son of 
Herman and Francisca Kiefer. He was 
educated at the University of Michigan, 
where he received his B.A. degree in 1887 
and his M.A. and M.D. degrees in 1891. 
The honorary degree of D.P.H. was con- 
ferred upon him by his Alma Mater in 1911. 
His formal education was supplemented 
from time to time by post-graduate work 
which he pursued at Berlin and Vienna. 
He was a member of the Delta Tau Delta 
and Phi Rho Sigma fraternities. Doctor 
Kiefer was married at Toledo on May 2, 
1893, to Miss Henion, who survives him. 
He began practising his profession in 1893. 
He was county physician of Wayne County 
in 1895 and 1896, city physician of Detroit 
in 1896 and 1897, and United States pen- 
sion examiner from 1898 to 1901. He oc- 
cipied the position of Commissioner of 
Health of Detroit from 1901 to 1913, when 
he resigned. Doctor Kiefer was chief of 
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staff at the Herman Kiefer Hospital for a 
number of years, and was also consulting 
physician of contagious diseases in Harper 
Hospital, Children’s Free Hospital, and 
Grace Hospital, Detroit. For a number of 
years he was professor of preventive medi- 
cine and contagious diseases at the Detroit 
College of Medicine. He was also medical 
director of the Michigan State Telephone 
Company. He was a member of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association and the Michigan 
State Medical Society, of which he was 
president in 1913 and 1914. He was also 
ex-president of the Wayne County Medical 
Society. His academic society memberships 
included the American Academy of Medi- 
cine, American Public Health Association, 
the Michigan State Health Officers’ Asso- 
ciation, of which he was at one time pres- 
ident. He was also a member of a number 
of clubs, notably Harmonie, Turnverein, 
and the Detroit Athletic Club. Doctor 
Kiefer was the last of a somewhat long 
lineage of physicians, his great grandfather, 
his grandfather and his father, Herman 
Kiefer, all having achieved distinction in 
medicine. The father came to Detroit in 
1849, when it was a comparatively small 
town. He acquired a large practice and 
represented the best in medicine of his day 
and generation. Passing, he left a noble 
heritage of scientific tradition to his son, 
who as meritoriously carried on. 

For the past four years he had been Com- 
missioner of Health for the State of Mich- 
igan. Doctor Kiefer was preéminently an 
apostle of preventive medicine. He empha- 
sized and preached preventive medicine all 
the time. Probably no other health officer 
in the United States had a better knowledge 
of infectious diseases. It was a treat to 
listen to Doctor Kiefer lecture on the sub- 
ject, for he possessed that rare character- 
istic in a lecturer of rendering his subject 
clear and interesting as well. Whenever he 
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was to speak on the subject of contagious 
diseases and preventive medicine in the 
larger sense, he was always sure of a large 
as well as sympathetic and appreciative 
audience. It is an interesting tribute that 
in the last year of his life his attraction as 
a speaker was greater and his influence more 
widely felt than ever before. We recall 
vividly the undivided attention accorded 
Doctor Kiefer in his address on preventive 
medicine before a large audience at a 
pediatric conference at the University Hos- 
pital at Ann Arbor last November. He 
could always be depended upon in any con- 
structive medical program, and it was within 
but a few minutes after receiving notice of 
his death that the mail brought an acknowl- 
edgment and acceptance of an invitation to 
speak at a meeting at Battle Creek on the 
fifteenth of May. 


It was the privilege of one of the writers 
to enjoy an intimate friendship for many 
years with Doctor Kiefer. . This intimacy 
had its beginning in high school and con- 
tinued during college and the years of prac- 
tice. In the many tributes which have been 
paid to Doctor Kiefer stress has been placed, 
and very rightly, upon his contribution to 
public health. It should, however, be em- 
phasized that he was a physician who en- 
deared himself to his many patients by 
guarding their interests in every way, who 
utilized all the refinements of modern diag- 
nosis and added those valuable traits derived 
from a famous medical ancestry and from 
a ripe clinical experience of his own. Those 
who were associated with him in the care 
of patients realized the soundness of his 
judgment and that he appreciated the neces- 
sity of prompt action in dealing with the 
pressing problems of acute diseases. 

While the public has appreciated his con- 
tribution to public health, we must remem- 
ber that there is a great number of those 
who remember him as a kind and faithful 
physician, conscientious in the performance 
of his duty and one who always could be 
relied upon for help and counsel in time of 
need. 

The sympathy of the medical profession 
is extended to Mrs. Kiefer and the daugh- 
ters, Mrs. Edwina Bayliss, of Detroit, and 
Mrs. Hermine Josephine Lawrie of East 
Lansing. 

Preston M. Hickey, M.D. 
James D. Bruce, M.D. 


Jour. M.S.M.S. 


DOCTOR KIEFER AS HEALTH 
OFFICER OF DETROIT 


Guy L. Kiefer was appointed Health Of- 
ficer of Detroit at a meeting of the Board 
of Health held June 25, 1901, and he as- 
sumed the duties of office on July Ist. Doc- 
tor Kiefer became the Chief of the City 
Health Department at a time when public 
health administration throughout the coun- 
try was undergoing reorganization. Envi- 
ronmental factors were giving way to the 
need of emphasizing the prominent part 
played by the individual as a disseminator 
of disease, not only as a patient but as a 
mild or missed case or carrier of infection. 
A true appreciation of the nature of the 
spread of infection has resulted in focusing 
attention on public health education and the 
teaching of personal health and hygiene. 


To be effective in a program designed to 
combat disease, curtail the death rate and 
prolong the span of human life, a conscious- 
ness must be provoked and stimulated in the 
mind of the average citizen to realize that 
he himself has an important part to play in 
life conservation. The parents’ cooperation 
is essential to the promotion of child health. 
The adult has within his own reach the 
means to protect himself and his family 
against such diseases as smallpox and diph- 
theria. 


It was to popular health instruction that 
Doctor Kiefer dedicated his life. One of 
his first official acts after being appointed 
Health Officer of Detroit was to establish 
a system of medical inspection in the 
schools. This was done in February, 1902. 
The plan provided that a physician should 
visit the school each morning and exclude 
those who might be suffering from one of 
the acute communicable diseases. There be- 
ing no funds available at the time, a group 
of physicians donated their services. Dur- 
ing the first year of Doctor Kiefer’s admin- 
istration the Health Department had a total 
appropriation of but $42,000. The school 
health service began as an experiment in 
four schools but by the end of the school 
year, the number had increased to 50, with 
one voluntary inspector working daily in 
each school. 

Doctor Kiefer, knowing the effect that 
bad milk has upon infant mortality, gave 
much attention to the improvement of the 
municipal supply. In July, 1904, he secured 
the passage of an ordinance which became 
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effective in May, 1905, and required approv- 
al by the Board of Health before a license 
was issued to dealers. Almost immediately 
500 dirty old cow sheds were condemned. 
The cleaning up of dairies and stables and 
the requirement that milk be kept at a low 
temperature assisted in reducing the infant 
mortality rate. 

In 1905, the first tuberculosis clinic was 
established, with the prime object of pre- 
venting disease. Home visitation by nurses 
was instituted through the courtesy of the 
Visiting Nurse Association. In February, 
1908, the first patient was admitted to the 
new tuberculosis tent colony made possible 
by the financial assistance of the Tau Beta 
Association and The Red Cross. 

In each of his annual reports during his 
first eight years of office, Doctor Kiefer re- 
peatedly showed the need of a communi- 
cable disease hospital, the construction of 
which was not undertaken until 1910.. This 
modern and efficient institution has justified 
the labor of the pioneer as it has become a 
haven for the sick and contributed material- 
ly in reducing the spread of disease and pre- 
venting needless deaths from the communi- 
cable diseases and tuberculosis. 

Doctor Kiefer was a pioneer in popular 
health education. As a teacher of health 
habits, he has left a lasting impression 
on the life and happiness of many who 
knew him not. He has left to those who 
follow in his life work a heritage full of 
blessings and hope for the happiness and 
well-being of mankind. He resigned as 
Health Officer on June 20, 1913, after hav- 
ing served the neople of Detroit for twelve 
full and creditable years. 

Henry F. Vaucuan, Dr. P.H., 
Detroit Health Commissioner. 





DR. GUY L. KIEFER AND 
ORGANIZED MEDICINE 


In the untimely demise of Dr. Guy Lin- 
coln Kiefer, Organized Medicine in Michi- 
gan has lost its greatest champion. From 
the time of Dr. Kiefer’s graduation until the 
day of his death he was a loyal, hard-work- 
ing and aggressive exponent of all that was 
clean, honorable, progressive and ethical in 
every branch of medical endeavor. 


In local, county, state and national or- 
ganizations Dr. Kiefer’s sterling qualifica- 
tions as a man and as a physician and public 
health official had so endeared him to his 
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colleagues that he had been chosen as 
the presiding officer of practically every 
organization which had the privilege of his 
membership. 


At every session of our state legislature, 
whether as a general practitioner of medi- 
cine, local health officer, president of county 
or state societies or as State Commissioner 
of Health, Dr. Kiefer was always to be 
found fighting fairly, squarely, conscien- 
tiously, persistently—but always honorably 
—to oppose any and all efforts made to 
weaken the lines of defense which the medi- 
cal profession has maintained against the 
inroads of quackery, superstition, cultism 
and ignorance. 

Whenever any effort was made to 
modify medical legislation in order to let 
down the bars of improperly prepared prac- 
titioners, Dr. Kiefer was always in the van- 
guard resisting to the last all the malign 
influences which were allied against public 
safety at such times. 

During the memorable contest in the 
recent legislature when an opportunity was 
nearly opened to allow improperly educated 
individuals, not doctors of medicine, to 
practice medicine in Michigan, thanks to 
the unbounded confidence which our Gov- 
ernor had in the sanity, probity and un- 
swerving honesty of Dr. Kiefer, he stopped 
the bill through his veto power. 

Many special instances could be men- 
tioned where through Dr. Kiefer’s efforts 
principally, and often solely, the profession 
of medicine and the health and welfare of 
our citizens have been guided and protected 
by his efforts in legislative matters. 

He was conspictous as an outstanding 
national figure in his successful efforts to 
stem the onslaught of State Medicine in 
Michigan, and the attempts of the State to 
encroach on the domain of the private prac- 
titioner of medicine. He did more than 
any other man to combat the tendency 
towards the practice of preventive and 
curative medicine by corporations, state, 
county and municipal boards of health. He 
courageously, truly and ably fought to bring 
back the practice of medicine—where it 
rightfully belongs—to the family physician. 

His friends, the medical profession and 
the people of Michigan have lost in his un- 
timely death a rugged, strong, untiring and 
always beloved exponent of all that was 
right and clean and pure and noble. 


Louis J. Hirscuman, M.D. 
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DOCTOR KIEFER AND THE STATE 


The death of Dr. Guy L. Kiefer comes to 
me as a terrible shock. Day before yester- 
day we spent an hour together planning for 
the future of his department. As usual this 
splendid citizen and humanitarian had plans 
for disease prevention. This was always 
his farsighted view of public health. {ft is 
very hard to realize that another will have 
to carry his plans through. 


I recall that when I tendered him the po- 
sition of Commissioner of Health I did so 
with little hope of his accepting because of 
the great personal and financial sacrifice 
involved. However, I remembered that the 
finest thing about our modern politics is the 
fact that in every community men are to be 
found who willingly undergo almost any 
personal sacrifice to serve the public. I 
found Dr. Kiefer to be one of them. He 
was the son of the leading authority on pub- 
lic health and lived to occupy that position 
himself. 

Patient, self sacrificing, self effacing, he 
was one of the finest and ablest men that | 
have known in public service. 

Michigan mourns the loss of a man who 
made our State a better place in which to 
live. 

FRED W. GREEN, 
Governor. 





The Michigan Department of Health 
stands second to no other department of 
health in its service to the people of the 
Commonwealth. This preéminence in the 
field of public service was advanced by the 
personality, courage, integrity and sound 
knowledge of Dr. Guy L. Kiefer. 

Since 1916, Dr. Kiefer has advised and 
stimulated the executive officers that have 
had charge of the immediate affairs of the 
Department. No major movement or policy 
was ever inaugurated without Dr. Kiefer’s 
knowledge and counsel. 

In 1927, when the Department needed an 
executive to crystallize out a peace-time pro- 
gram from the war development, Dr. Kiefer 
came to the executive office with a back- 
ground which made it possible for the De- 
partment to progress without loss of time. 

Repeatedly his associates have said that 
never in their public life had they known a 
man who could so quickly and surely get 
the fundamental facts out of a controversial 
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situation, clarify it, and solve the problem 
so finally that all persons were satisfied. 

He leaves behind ideas that are so per- 
fectly ideal and so firmly implanted that no 
matter what adversity may come upon the 
Department his policies could not possibly be 
altered in this generation. Dr. Kiefer sta- 
bilized and assured lesser men; surely they 
will carry on. ; 

C. C. Youne, M.D. 
Department of Health, Lansing. 





PERSONAL TRIBUTES 


It was my good fortune to have been an 
intimate friend of Dr. Kiefer throughout 
his career as physician, educator and sani- 
tarian. 

Practicing in the same field of general 
medicine, we met frequently in consultation 
at the bedside and abundant opportunity was 
given me to observe and admire his graceful 
tact, his wide medical knowledge, his sound 
judgment and, most noteworthy, the affec- 
tion and esteem in which he was held by 
his patients. As a family practitioner Dr. 
Kiefer was a success. He embodied the 
charity, the integrity, the kindliness and the 
sense of obligation to others that were the 
outstanding and lovable characteristics of 
the old-time family physician. 

Dr. Kiefer began the practice of medicine 
just within the threshold of the era of mod- 
ern medicine. The revolutionary discov- 
eries of bacteriology were just beginning to 
exert their influence upon pathology, pre- 
ventive medicine and therapeutics. At that 
time public and private sanitation were a 
part of the duties of all medical men. As 
a family practitioner Dr. Kiefer soon re- 
alized the inadequacy of the training and 
opportunities of the general practitioner to 
give to the community the benefits of the 
newly expanding science of preventive medi- 
cine. 

He visioned a public sanitation built upon 
the scientific foundation of modern pathol- 
ogy. Politically minded and deeply inter- . 
ested in civic welfare, he naturally turned 
to a career in this new and special field of 
medical endeavor. Stimulated by _ this 
broader ambition he became one of the 
pioneers of modern sanitation and quickly 
took his place among the foremost sani- 
tarians of the country. 

His successful years as a practitioner 0! 
medicine had given him a knowledge of the 
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delicate problems that arise in the relations 
of the private physician to the public health 
official, and to this knowledge and _ his 
sympathetic and tactful treatment of the 
individual practitioner is largely due the 
cordial relations that now exist between the 
medical profession and the health depart- 
ments of our city and state. 

The friendship of Guy Kiefer was a 
thing to be prized. He was loyal, chari- 
table and joyous in his attachments, and 
those who were close to him have too early 
lost a friend it is difficult to replace. 

C. G. Jennincs, M.D. 





Looking forward, twenty-five years is a 
long time. In retrospect, however, twenty- 
five years is relatively but a brief span of 
time. It is with that comparative view, 
therefore, that I feel that my acquaintance 
and contact with Guy Lincoln Kiefer was 
far too short—too brief now that it is ended. 
Sincere is my desire that it might have been 
double its length because the contact was 
so fruitful, so inspiring, helpful and valued. 
It aided me in so many, many ways. The 
association, the friendship, as counsellor 
and co-worker forged a link that bound us 
to each other over a period of twenty-five 
years. But now death has severed the bond 
—Guy is gone. 

What words, what thoughts can one 
write that will adequately impart the in- 
stances, the experiences and the contacts 
that wove the mantle that enveloped us? 
To do so would be attempting the impos- 
sible. 

And so, in full appreciation of the loss 
I have sustained, I can but resolve that the 
sacred memories that are mine shall ever 
be honored and revered. Guy’s ideals and 
quests shall ever serve as an inspiration to 
endeavor to do as he would have liked me 
to do. He was a faithful friend—a man 
among men. It was a rich privilege to have 
so known him. 


F. C. Warnsuuts, M.D. 





The late Dr. Guy L. Kiefer was one of 
the best known physicians of Michigan. His 
name was familiar to every family of our 
state. He was a genial, pleasant person to 
meet and interested in general medicine and 
public affairs and with this was a natural 
leader among his friends and the profes- 
sion. These qualities early drew him into 
public life and public office. 
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He was called upon by county, city and 
state to represent the medical profession in 
the control of preventive disease. One of 
his outstanding qualities was his ability to 
understand the position of the practitioner 
of medicine as he had practised medicine 
himself. He was an expert diagnostician 
in contagious diseases. Many clashes were 
avoided between physician and family by 
his diplomacy and at times leniency of quar- 
antine regulations. He was always willing 
to consider the situation and sympathize 
with the physician in doubtful cases—which 
made him popular with members of the pro- 
fession. 


The medical profession, state and city 
have lost a most excellent representative in 
the passing of our most honored health 
commissioner. 


Ancus McLEan, M.D. 





BURIAL 


When word flashed across the state that 
Guy L. Kiefer had passed on during the 
night of May 8, 1930, the profession realized 
the loss that was sustained by them and the 
State. 


The funeral was held from his residence 
in Detroit on Saturday afternoon, May 10. 
To it came a host of people from all over 
the state. Every organization with which 
Dr. Kiefer had ever been connected was 
represented, as were the Governor and State 
Departments. 

Our State Society was officially repre- 
sented by President Brook, Angus McLean, 
C. G. Jennings, L. J. Hirschman and F. C. 
Warnshuis. 

The University of Michigan had as its 
official representatives Drs. J. D. Bruce, 
Sundwall and Novey. 

The Board of Registration in Medicine 
was represented by Drs. McLaughlin and 
Kelly. In addition there were over 150 
honorary bearers. The floral tributes were 
impressive in their abundance and richness. 

A short service was conducted at the 
home. Following this the body was fol- 
lowed to the cemetery, in the Chapel of 
which the burial service was read and the 
casket was then deposited in the crema- 
torium. 

The subdued voices, the solemn demeanor 
of those present were fitting tribute to the 
passing of so distinguished a person. 





GUY L. KIEFER, 


RESOLUTIONS 


Recording the Profession’s Expressions Upon the 
Death of Guy L. Kiefer, M.D. 


MICHIGAN STATE MEpICAL SOCIETY 


At the midnight hour, between May 8 and 9, 
1930, the call came, was answered and Guy L. 
Kiefer passed on before us to the Great Beyond. 

The activities of the Michigan State Medical 
Society during the past_twenty-five years reflect a 
most active role that Dr. Kiefer assumed in the 
furtherance of our work. As a physician and as 
a public official he was ever concerned with the 
health betterment of the people and sought dili- 
gently to adjust the interests of the profession to 
the demands of the times. 

In our meetings, our councils and our delibera- 
tions he was ever found intensely concerned with 
our interests and relationships. 

As Councilor, President, Chairman of Com- 
mittees he served faithfully and efficiently. He gave 
of self and of time freely and cheerfully. His con- 
tributions and service were of inestimable value. 

Now that he has passed on, it is but fitting that 
his name and deeds be recorded in our records for 
all time, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED: That the members of the 
Michigan State Medical Society do hereby acknowl- 
edge and record their sincere appreciation of the 
life and labors of Dr. Guy Lincoln Kiefer, attesting 
hereby the fact that his influence, judgment and 
professional capabilities were material factors that 
enriched and enhanced the profession’s welfare, and 

BE IT RESOLVED: That in the death of Dr. 
Guy L. Kiefer, 


members of this society recognize the irreparable 


loss we have sustained while at the same time we 
acknowledge that we are the beneficiaries of his 
labors and life which were ever devoted to his 
fellowmen, and 

BE IT RESOLVED: That we extend to the 
bereaved family our heartfelt sympathies. That 
we mourn with them the loss of so noble a hus- 
band, father and brother. That we bid them find 
comfort in the memories that are theirs and that 
we assure them that we, too, shall ever treasure 
and revere the name, life and deeds of our departed 
fellow member, Guy Lincoln Kiefer. 

By direction of President J. D. Brook this ex- 
pression will be recorded in our archives’ and a 
copy forwarded to the deceased’s family. 


F. C. Warnsuuts, Secretary. 


WaYNE County MEeEpICcAL SOocIETY 


WHEREAS, the late Guy L. Kiefer, M.D., was 
an active member of the Wayne County Medical 
Society; and 

WHEREAS, he had always been deeply and ac- 
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the people of this state and the’ 
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tively interested in the altruistic ehdeavors of the 
Wayne County Medical Society and had maintained 
a close association with members of the medical 
profession who keenly feel his loss; and 

WHEREAS, he and his worthy father, the late 
Herman Kiefer, M.D., devoted their lives to sci- 
entific progress and contributed much of permanent 
value not only to preventive and curative medicine 
but to all branches of science and art; and 

WHEREAS, he was an outstanding citizen and 
the personification of honor, holding the respect of 
men for his leadership and their affection for his 
integrity ; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 
Wayne County Medical Society pause in its deliber- 
ations to honor the memory of a most valuable 
member, a sincere friend, a loving husband and fa- 
ther, a successful leader in preventive medicine, an 
honorable citizen; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wayne 
County Medical Society express its sincere sympathy 
to the bereaved members of the Kiefer family. It 
sadly realizes that no words from it, formal or 
informal, can assuage their grief or make them feel 
less keenly the greatness of their loss; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Reso- 
lution be spread upon the minutes of the Wayne 
County Medical Society, and that a copy of same 
be duly dispatched to the family of our departed 
member, Dr. Guy L. Kiefer. 


A. S. Brunk, M.D., President, 
S. W. Instey, M.D., Secretary. 


STATE Apvisory COUNCIL 


At a special meeting of the State Advisory Coun- 
cil of Health held in Detroit, May 9, 1930, it was 
voted unanimously to spread the following upon the 
records of the Council. 

The Council has just learned with deepest surrow 
of the sudden and untimely death of our beloved 
colleague Dr. Guy Lincoln Kiefer, Commissioner of 
Health of the State of Michigan. 

While the Council feels keenly the deep personal 
loss sustained by the death of our life-long friend 
and co-worker, a greater loss has been sustained 
by the people of Michigan, to the betterment of 
whose health and welfare his life was dedicated. 

Untiring as he was in his response to the demands 
of his beloved profession he was also staunch and 
loyal to those who had the privilege of his friend- 
ship. 

He was devoted to his home and his family and 
was invariably to be found in the front ranks of 
those who were striving for the highest ideals of 
true and better citizenship. 

(Signed) C. C. Stemons, M.D., President 
R. H. Harkness, M.D. 
Leo J. DretzKa, M.D. 
J. CHALMER Lyons, D.D.Sc. 
L. J. Hrrscuyman, M.D. 








